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1. Executive Summary
This report presents the drainage study and assessments made for the City of West University
Place by HT&J, LLC. The efforts made in this study were made in conjunction with feedback from
the City. The results and recommendations made after evaluating the existing drainage system are
included in this report.
The existing conditions of the drainage system were modeled and analyzed. The results showed
that the majority of the City has limited drainage capacity, with some areas having a less than
2-year capacity. The inundation maps provided show the extent of the flooding within the City for
different storm events.
In the previous studies from the former City engineer, the main trunk line on Buffalo Speedway
was improved and modeled to increase the capacity and reduce ponding around the Buffalo
Speedway drainage system. These improvements were included in our proposed conditions models
to reflect how the drainage system will function with all of the improvements accounted for.
To increase the capacity of the overall system, improvements to various parts of the system are
recommended. This includes a new storm sewer trunk line along Community Drive. Storm sewer
lines around the City were increased in size in modeling the proposed system to reduce surface
and home flooding. After modeling these proposed improvements, inundation maps show a visual
effect of how ponding is reduced around the City. This can primarily be seen for the 2-, 10-, and
50-year rainfall events. This proposed system provides a 50-year Level of Service, which means
that storm sewers and street are capable of conveying storm water while eliminating structural
damage for the 2-,10-, and 50-year events. During the 2-year event, the hydraulic grade line (HGL)
is maintained below the gutter elevation.
The total cost from the proposed recommendations to the drainage system, and street
reconstruction projects, is approximately $61,530,000. This includes the cost escalator factor for
future years.
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2. Introduction
Definitions
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hydrology & Hydraulics (H&H): Hydrology is the scientific study of the movement,
distribution, and management of water. Hydraulics involves the conveyance of liquids
through pipes and channels.
Level of Service (LOS): The least frequent rain event at which the storm water is
conveyed in the underground sewer system and the roads without resulting any structural
flooding.
Hydraulic Grade Line (HGL): Water surface elevation in a pipe or open channel.
2-Year Event: An amount of rain having a 50% chance of being equaled or exceeded in
any given year.
10-Year Event: An amount of rain having a 10% chance of being equaled or exceeded in
any given year.
50-Year Event: An amount of rain having a 2% chance of being equaled or exceeded in
any given year.
100-Year Event: An amount of rain having a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in
any given year.
100-Year Floodplain: The area of land that has a 1% chance of being inundated by flood
waters from a bayou, stream or creek in a given year.
500-Year Floodplain: The area of land that has a 0.2% chance of being inundated by
flood waters from a bayou, stream or creek in a given year.
Public right-of-way (ROW): An area in which the City has acquired right-of-way
interest. This includes streets, roads, sidewalks, and alleys.
Tailwater: The elevation of water at the downstream end of a pipe.
Sheet flow: Refers to water flow or drainage over surfaces, rather than being diverted
into channels, culverts, or pipes.
LiDAR: Stands for Light Detection and Ranging. Involves remote sensing that can be
used to map structure height, density, and other characteristics across a region.
Delineated Drainage Areas: Land area where precipitation collects and drains into an
outlet such as a drainage inlet.

Purpose
The purpose of this study is to perform a Hydrology & Hydraulic (H&H) analysis of the existing
drainage conditions in the City of West University Place, and determine the efficacy of possible
improvement projects to be able to select ones ultimately that would optimize both level-of-service
and cost. The community historically has experienced significant street ponding and flooding
during extreme events due to rainfall and undersized drainage infrastructure.
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Location
The City of West University Place is located in Harris County, Texas. It is located inside of the
Interstate 610 loop, near the western intersection of Interstate 610 and Interstate 69. The City is
approximately 2 square miles in area and falls within the Brays Bayou watershed. Figure 1 below
shows the vicinity map of the city.

Figure 1 - West University Place Vicinity Map

Basic Design Standards
The design standards for the type of drainage system in the City of West University Place are held
by two main metrics. The first is that during a 2-year storm event, the HGL should not exceed the
gutter elevation in the street. Anything above that does not meet the design standard. Figure 2
represents a graphic showing the maximum allowed HGL for a 2-year storm event.
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Figure 2 - 2-year Design Standard

The second metric is that during a 100-year storm event, the HGL should not pond beyond the
right-of-way (ROW). This means the water cannot extend onto any homeowners’ properties.
Figure 3 presents a graphic showing the maximum allowed HGL for a 100-year storm event.

HGL

Storm
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Figure 3 - 100-year Design Standard

Existing Drainage Conditions
The inlets, which allow storm flows to enter the storm sewer system, are open curb inlets and are
located along the roadways. Storm runoff flows along the street gutter to these curb inlets, during
heavy rainfall events storm runoff ponds in the streets, draining down into the curb inlets. The
surface flow typically follows the topography of the City. The surface flow from higher elevations
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at the northern side of the city flows south towards the lower elevations. This is shown by the
arrows in Figure 4.
54’

45’

Figure 4 - Topographic Map

As seen in Figure 4, sheet flow occurs from northwest to southeast. It does not follow the NorthSouth layout of the roads throughout the City, which can cause issues of water flowing through
properties. The elevations of the City range from approximately 54 feet at the highest point to 45
feet at the lowest point.
On the northern edge of the City, some areas within the City of Houston, during major storm
events, drain into the City through sheet flow. This is taken into account in this drainage study.
The existing drainage systems for the City are the Academy Street System, College Street System,
Poor Farm Ditch System, Buffalo Speedway System, and the Kirby Drive System. The details on
the individual drainage systems are found in Section 4 of this report. The storm water collected
from these systems flow south towards Brays Bayou.
Rain events that are used and modeled in this analysis are the 2-, 10-, 50-, and 100-year events. A
good portion of the City lies within the 100-year FEMA flood plain while the large majority of the
City lies within the 500-year flood plain as shown in Figure 5. This means that there is an existing
risk of the City flooding during these rain events due to its location, terrain, and proximity to Brays
Bayou.
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Figure 5 - FEMA Floodplain Map

In the previous city-wide drainage study, performed by HDR, Inc. in 2019, the existing drainage
conditions do not match the proposed improvements and results found in this report. The reason
for this is because the study made by HDR did not use the rainfall data from The National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Atlas 14 Precipitation Frequency Estimates, which was
published in 2019. The proposed trunk line along Buffalo Speedway from the HDR study is
included in our proposed conditions models to reflect how the drainage system will function with
all of the improvements accounted for. As a note, the previous analysis on Buffalo Speedway used
pre-Atlas 14 rainfall data.

Assumptions and Constraints
This analysis made assumptions where necessary based on limitations in available information.
The tailwater values for outfalls in the studied system had to be interpolated from known water
surface elevations in Brays Bayou, since the model was not extended to the ultimate outfall into
the bayou. The flooding records received from the City were not verified, and the available FEMA
claims data did not provide a depth of flooding to use for model calibration. Additionally, building
finished floor elevations were available for only a very limited amount of homes compared to
overall number of homes in the City.
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3. Workshops/City Council Meetings
On June 15, 2020, HT&J presented the draft findings and recommendations to the City Council in
a workshop format. This included an overview of the City’s historical rainfall events, the existing
drainage conditions, and an overview of the different layouts of proposed improvement to the
existing system. The City Council gave direction to proceed with modeling with the layout that
had a new trunk line on Community Drive.
On the presentation given on July 20, 2020, the items presented were more specific and detailed.
This includes an exhibit on comparing the finished floor elevation of certain homes/structures with
the ground elevation and water surface elevation during a 100-year flood. This comparison was
made to show how the finished floor elevation of these homes are higher than the resulting 100year water surface elevation. In addition, it showed the location of homes that made claims to
either FEMA, or reported as flooded to the City after Hurricane Harvey. The presentation provided
inundation maps of the layout with the new trunk line on Community Dr., as well as an estimated
cost of the improvements. This presentation also included cross-sections that were made across
the City to compare water surface elevations and to see the impact that the proposed improvements
have on the system.
The final presentation was given on July 27, 2020. This presentation was made to assist the City
Council to make a final decision on whether or not to proceed forward with the preliminary
engineering and design for this project. Information provided include the summary of average drop
in water surface elevation, the breakdown of the estimated cost between road reconstruction and
drainage improvements, and the design phase services and estimated schedule of the project.
(Attachment 1 presents the June 22, July 20, and July 27 presentations that were given to the City.)

4. Methodology
Hydrology and Hydraulics
Individual drainage areas within the system were delineated using the layout of the existing storm
sewer system and available Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) data. The peak discharge rates
for each delineated drainage area were computed using the Rational Method as presented in
equations 1, 2, and 3, where:
Q is the peak discharge rate in cubic feet per second,
C is the runoff coefficient based on land use,
i is the rainfall intensity in inches per hour, and
A is the area of the drainage areas.
𝑄 = 𝐶𝑖𝐴 ---------------------------Eq. 1
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The rainfall intensity is calculated using the equation below. Tc is the time of concentration, and
the b, d, e coefficients depend on the rainfall event.
𝑏

𝑖 = (𝑇 +𝑑)𝑒 --------------------------------Eq. 2
𝑐

The time of concentration equation used is shown below.
𝑇𝑐 = 10𝐴0.1761 + 15 ----------------------Eq. 3
The software program, XP-SWMM (2019 version), was used to model the current drainage system
of the City. XP-SWMM is a dynamic model capable of analyzing the hydrology and hydraulics
(H&H) at the same time. The drainage system is represented by nodes and links within the model.
The nodes represent the drainage structures (inlets and pipe junctions) and the links represent the
conveyance system (streets and pipes) in Hydraulic mode. Additionally, the nodes represent the
traits of a drainage catchment area in hydrology module.
Within the model, there are nodes that represent each delineated drainage area. Most of the nodes
represent a junction or manhole where storm water meets. The properties and parameters such as
area, time of concentration, and storage coefficient are input into these nodes. The results of these
inputs include the peak discharge. The storage coefficient, R, was then calculated using
XP-SWMM by calibrating against the Rational Method. The 100-year storm event was used for
this calculation. Attachment 2 presents the Rational Method inputs and results, the TC and R
values, and the XP-SWMM peak flows for comparison.
After the necessary inputs were made and the appropriate parameters were optimized, the drainage
system was modeled. Links that connect nodes were made to represent the existing storm sewers
and overland sheet flow. This was done using the provided as-built drawings and available LiDAR
data.
Exhibit 1 shows the delineated drainage areas in the City.
Exhibit 2 shows the existing drainage system as modeled on XP-SWMM.
The 2-, 10-, 50-, and 100-year storm events were analyzed for all scenarios. The rainfall from the
NOAA Atlas 14 Precipitation Frequency Estimates, with the exceptions noted previously, was
used in this study. Table 1 presents the Atlas 14 rainfall totals.
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Table 1 - Harris County Hydrologic Region 3 Atlas 14 Rainfall (inches)

Runoff volume was based on HCFCD standard values for infiltration losses and land use.
Additionally, in the XP-SWMM model, different areas were assigned different land use
parameters. The land use categories used were buildings, roads, and default. Default refers to all
open area not paved over or covered by a building. Each land use category is assigned a Manning’s
(n) roughness value. The Manning’s (n) values were set to 1.0 for buildings, 0.02 for roads, and
0.05 for default. Buildings were set to 1.0 so that they would act as an obstruction and not allow
flow to pass through them. This is used during the 2D analysis to calculate the flow and infiltration
across different types of land. For example, water will flow faster and infiltrate less on a paved
street than it will on a front lawn.
Calibration of the XP-SWMM model was performed to validate ability to forecast ponding depths
based on the detailed assumptions and constraints. Calibration was based upon known flooding
depths during Hurricane Harvey. The Hurricane Harvey storm event was run through the model,
and parameters such as Manning’s roughness value and tailwater elevations were adjusted so that
the ponding depths matched those reported during the actual storm.
The way that the proposed improvements were created involve the evaluation of the existing 2-year
capacity of the system, which is further discussed in the following section. The 2-year design
standard maintains the hydraulic grade line at or below gutter elevation. This means that there
should be no street ponding during a 2-year event. Implementing increased line sizes to the
proposed scenario model is an iterative process as it involves reviewing the results of these changes
and finalizing the best solution. An important aspect of this process includes the location of the
change in pipe size. For example, the line size that is chosen for the most upstream end of a trunk
line is preferred to be smaller than the pipe at the downstream end. This is because it is not
necessary to include a larger pipe where it is not needed.
In order to account for the surface flow that causes roads and homes to flood, 2D modeling on
XP-SWMM was used with 2018 LiDAR data to define the surface elevations within the City. The
way the model differentiates between 1D and 2D flow is that if the HGL is below the ground
surface elevation (still within the storm sewer pipes only), it is analyzed as 1-dimensional. Once
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the HGL exceeds the ground elevations provided by the LiDAR data, the overland flow is analyzed
as 2-dimensional. This is done using the elevation data and a grid that calculates values within
each individual cell. The results from the 1D and 2D modeling are shown in the inundation maps
for each storm scenario.

5. Existing Conditions
The existing drainage system was modeled as explained in the previous section. This was done
carefully to reflect the current conditions and provide a visual of how the system can be improved.
Exhibits 3 through 6 show the inundation maps under the existing drainage conditions for each
storm event (2-, 10-, 50-, and 100-year events). The areas shown in these exhibits that have risk
for flooding are shown covered by the black-to-white gradient. The gradient represents the peak
water depth for a given storm event. If there is none, then that area is not seen as at risk for that
storm. Using the legend it is possible to see the maximum calculated depth at a location based on
the color of the shading.

Drainage System Areas
The city currently has five major drainage systems that drain to Brays Bayou: Academy Street
System, College Street System, Poor Farm Ditch System, Buffalo Speedway System, and the
Kirby Drive system. These systems were delineated based on the major trunk lines that are fed by
collector storm sewer lines. Figure 6 shows the major drainage systems.
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Figure 6 - Major Drainage Systems
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Academy Street System
The Academy Street system accounts for
approximately 260 acres. The main trunk line
runs below Academy Street. The size of the
system’s storm sewers ranges from 18” pipes
to 72” pipes. Street and property flooding are
an issue for the 2-year event and above.
(Refer to the existing conditions inundation
maps in Exhibits 3 through 6.) Figure 7
shows the existing line sizes of the storm
sewers and the lines with 2-year capacity.
The vast majority of this system is incapable
of conveying storm runoff during a 2-year
event. This was taken into account when
modeling the proposed recommendations to
the system.

Figure 7 - Existing Academy St. System Capacity
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College Street System
The College Street system accounts for 107
acres. The main trunk line in this system is a
shared line between the City and Southside
Place. The size of the system’s storm sewers
ranges from 12” pipes to 8’x4’ boxes. Street
and property flooding are an issue for the 10year event and above. (Refer to the existing
conditions inundation maps in exhibits 3
through 6.) Figure 8 shows the existing line
sizes of the storm sewers and the lines with
2-year capacity. This entire system is capable
of conveying storm runoff during a 2-year
event. This was taken into account when
modeling the proposed recommendations to
the system.

Figure 8 - Existing College St. System Capacity
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Poor Farm Ditch System
The Poor Farm Ditch System accounts for
361 acres. Poor Farm Ditch is the major
drainage channel of the system. The size of
the system’s storm sewers ranges from 18”
pipes to 6’x3’ boxes. Street and property
flooding are an issue for the 10-year event
and above. (Refer to the existing conditions
inundation maps in exhibits 3 through 6.)
Figure 9 shows the existing line sizes of the
storm sewers and the lines with 2-year
capacity. The vast majority of this system is
capable of conveying storm runoff during a
2-year event, although some areas that are
undersized. This was taken into account
when
modeling
the
proposed
recommendations to the system.

Figure 9 - Poor Farm Ditch System Existing Line Size
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Buffalo Speedway System
The Buffalo Speedway system accounts for
356 acres. The main trunk line in this system
runs below Buffalo Speedway. The size of
the system’s storm sewers ranges from 18”
pipes to 72” pipes. Street and property
flooding are an issue for the 2-year Event and
above. (Refer to the existing conditions
inundation maps in exhibits 3 through 6.)
Figure 10 shows the existing line sizes of the
storm sewers and the lines with 2-year
capacity. Half of this system is incapable of
conveying storm runoff during a 2-year
event. This was taken into account when
modeling the proposed recommendations to
the system. As a note, the previous analysis
on Buffalo Speedway used pre-Atlas 14
rainfall data. The recommendations made in
this analysis, separate from the previously
approved Buffalo Speedway storm sewer
improvements, includes the line size
recommendations
along
University
Boulevard and Duke Street.
Figure 10 - Existing Buffalo Speedway Capacity
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Kirby Drive System
The Kirby Drive system accounts for 202
acres. The main trunk line in this system runs
below Kirby Drive and is part of the City of
Houston. The size of the system’s storm
sewers ranges from 18” pipes to 14’x12’
boxes. Street and property flooding are an
issue for the 10-year Event and above. (Refer
to the existing conditions inundation maps in
exhibits 3 through 6.) Figure 11 shows the
existing line sizes of the storm sewers and the
lines with 2-year capacity. The vast majority
of this system is capable of conveying storm
runoff during a 2-year event, with only one
area that is undersized. This was taken into
account when modeling the proposed
recommendations to the system.

Figure 11 - Existing Kirby Dr. Capacity
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The previous assessment reported that the dead-end streets within the College Street system (such
as Swarthmore Street and Case Street) did not have capacity for the 2-year storm event. This
analysis shows that the areas do in fact have capacity for the 2-year storm, however the capacity
is far exceeded during the 10-year storm event. Due to the low-lying nature of these dead-end
streets, once water begins flooding into the streets it becomes one of the more susceptible areas to
flooding in the City.

6. Proposed Conditions
Proposed Drainage Improvements without Restrictors
Based on the results and evaluation from the existing conditions, the proposed drainage system
and proposed storm sewers were evaluated using XP-SWMM. As stated previously, the proposed
analysis was an iterative process. Several different scenarios were modeled in order to find the
proposed system sizing which worked best for the City. To clarify, the proposed improvements
scenario without restrictors would require detention. 260 acre-feet of detention is recommended,
as discussed in the Detention/Mitigation portion of this report.

Figure 12 - Proposed Drainage Improvements

Figure 12 shows the recommended improvements across the City. The pink lines represent the
storm sewers that are recommended to be replaced or added, depending on their locations. The
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proposed line sizes are labeled along their respective storm sewers. The significant addition that
was implemented in the proposed model is the Community Drive trunk line. This addition was
made to allow more surface flow to be captured within the drainage system and reduce street
ponding.
The proposed improvements made in the Academy Street system include the addition of a new
trunk line and an increase of collector line sizes. These changes affect the overall drainage of the
area by increasing the amount of capacity within the storm sewers.
In the College Street system, the improvements made are the increase in size of the shared trunk
line between West University Place and Southside Place and other collector lines. The
recommended improvements along the shared trunk line are meant to reduce surface ponding along
the dead-end roads that are just west of this trunk line.
Changes in the Poor Farm Ditch system consist of the increase in line sizes along College Street
and Weslayan Street.
In the Buffalo Speedway system, increase in line sizes affect the system by reducing the amount
of ponding along University Boulevard and other areas within the eastern side of the City. The
changes within the Kirby Drive system have the same effects. No changes were proposed for the
Kirby Drive trunk line since it is a part of the City of Houston.
In the area where improvements are proposed along University Drive, the existing system already
has capacity for the 2-year storm event. The improvements are proposed because this is a major
thoroughfare through the City, and increases to the pipe sizes can help reduce street flooding during
larger storm events (such as the 50-year event).
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Table 2 below presents the existing and proposed line sizes of the sewers that are recommended
to be changed. The diameter of the pipe is reported as inches and the span and rise of the boxshaped sewers are reported in feet.
Table 2 - Altered Storm Sewers
Street/Location
Community Dr.
Community Dr.
Community Dr.
Community Dr.
Bissonnet St.
Case St.
Oberlin St.
West Point Dr.
Marquette St.
Riley St.
Fairhaven St.
West Point Dr.
College St.
Weslayan St.
Weslayan St.
Amherst St.
Byron St.
Oberlin St.
Shared Line
Shared Line
Wakeforest Ave.
Wakeforest Ave.
Wakeforest Ave.
Wakeforest Ave.
University Blvd.
University Blvd.
Duke St.
Duke St.

Existing Storm Sewer
Diameter (in)
Rise
/Span (ft)
(ft)
5
2
24
30
24
30
18
18
30
24
24
18
24
24
24
15
30
48
60
18
18
30
30
42
48
5
2
5
3

Proposed Storm Sewer
Diameter (in)
Rise
/Span (ft)
(ft)
8
3
10
4
10
5
10
6
48
36
36
36
48
24
36
36
36
36
48
48
30
48
60
72
36
48
48
36
60
60
48
60
-

Exhibits 7 through 10 present the inundation maps showing the effect that these improvements
have on the system for all analyzed storm events.
As shown in the exhibits, there is significant reduction in ponding across the City for the 2-, 10-,
and 50-year events. There is still substantial ponding under the 100-year event, especially towards
the west side of the city.
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The 2-year capacity of the proposed system without restrictors is shown below in Figure 13. As
shown in the figure, the entire system has capacity to convey a 2-year event.

Figure 13 - Overall System 2-Year Capacity After Improvements

Proposed Improvements with Restrictors
This portion of the analysis was based on evaluation of various storm events for conditions that
discharge from the respective drainage system. The discharge (outflows) of the recommended
improvements are limited to discharge rates which do not exceed current discharge rates of the
respective systems. The proposed improvements do not include restrictors to maintain the existing
flow conditions downstream of the City. To have an option that allows for flow regulation under
the proposed scenario, restrictors were included in the system as a separate proposed conditions
scenario. Restrictors were included at the outfall of the proposed trunk line on Community Drive
and that of the shared trunk line between the City of West University Place and the City of
Southside Place. To clarify, the proposed improvements scenario with restrictors would not require
detention. Figure 14 shows the proposed improvements with the restrictors.
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Figure 14 - Proposed Improvements with Restrictors

Exhibits 11 through 14 presents the resulting inundation maps from the addition of the restrictors.
Refer to Attachment 3 for the HGL comparison between the existing conditions, proposed
conditions with restrictor, and proposed conditions without restrictors.
Based on the results, the addition of restrictors to the proposed system is not recommended. This
is due to the fact that the system with restrictors does not provide significant benefits to the system
(compared to the benefits without the restrictors).
The 2-year capacity of the proposed system with restrictors is shown below in Figure 15. As shown
in the figure, the vast majority of the system with restrictors is able to convey storm water from a
2-year event. During larger storm events such as the 10-year event, the improvements to the
drainage system are far less effective with the restrictors. This can be seen in the comparison
inundation maps in exhibits 11 through 14.
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Figure 15 – Overall System (With Restrictor) 2-Year Capacity

Detention / Mitigation
Given that the proposed improvements without restrictors increase the flow discharging out of the
system, it is recommended that a detention pond be added to the system to regulate the flow. The
estimated amount of detention required to compensate the increase in discharge for the 100-year
event is 260 acre-feet. Presently, there is no space available for the detention pond within the City
limits. It is recommended that the detention pond be constructed outside of the City. Storm water
from outside the City’s system could be detained depending on the detention location and routing.
Additional evaluation on possible solutions to this problem have been made by modeling a LowImpact Development (LID) scenario. There is a separate report on the results and details of the
LID study. To reap full benefits of construction, 260 acre-feet of detention is recommended.
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Buffalo Speedway Trunk Line Improvements
The previous study for the City’s drainage system by HDR has led to the design of an improved
Buffalo Speedway trunk line system. The system has been evaluated and the design has been
submitted for construction after the XP-SWMM model. In this report, the existing conditions are
based on the current drainage system. HT&J, LLC modeled the proposed Buffalo Speedway trunk
line system from the model prepared by HDR, without the improvements proposed in this report.
This was done to show a visual of the effect of these improvements. The inundation maps from
this scenario compared to the existing conditions are presented in Exhibits 15 through 18.

Results
The benefits from specific locations within the City’s drainage systems were evaluated to see the
real impact the proposed improvements would have on each system. Cross-sections were made at
various locations to inspect how the water surface elevations differ between the existing and
proposed conditions. Table 3 shows the average drop in water surface elevation between the
existing condition results and proposed conditions results without restrictors. This is based on four
locations within each system. The cross sections for a sample of three of these locations are shown
in Attachment 3 to present the typical drop in water surface elevation for the 2-, 10-, 50-, and 100year storm events.
Table 3 – Water Surface Elevation Level Difference Between Existing and Proposed Conditions

System

Average Difference in WSEL (in)
2-Year

10-Year

50-Year

100-Year

Academy

6.6

5.1

2.3

1.8

College

7.0

4.8

1.8

1.2

Poor Farm Ditch

4.8

3.4

1.5

1.0

Buffalo Speedway

7.2

4.5

3.0

1.7

Kirby

4.2

3.0

1.6

1.0

After improvements were made within the drainage model, it was found that the level of service
for the proposed system was up to the 50-year event. This means that the drainage system has the
capacity to carry the runoff from a 50-year rainfall event without causing any structural flooding.
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Street Reconstruction
In addition to the Drainage Improvements, the city has a planned street reconstruction priority for
certain areas. The priority area1 1 is located on the eastern side of the city while areas 2 and 3 are
located on the southwest portion of the city. Storm sewers that are located in these areas are set to
be replaced by new ones. If there are no proposed changes to the line sizes from the drainage study,
the existing line sizes will be maintained.
Exhibit 19 presents the locations of where the street reconstruction will be with regards to proposed
improvements.
Exhibit 20 presents all of the proposed improvements with the street reconstruction locations.

7. Cost Estimate
In evaluating the cost estimate of this proposed project, HT&J took into account the cost of all
the streets that will be reconstructed due to the replacement of storm sewers. Table 4 shows the
cost estimate per drainage system.
Table 4 – Estimated Probable Cost per Drainage System

Drainage
System
Academy
College
PFD
Buffalo & Kirby
TOTAL:

Improvements
Cost
$30,430,000
$15,300,000
$3,000,000
$12,800,000
$61,530,000

Items included in this estimate are the paving-related items, drainage items, traffic control,
sediment control, and utility adjustments. Thirty percent of the estimated cost of these items was
also included as contingency. The design engineering services, bid phase services, construction
administration services, surveying services, geotechnical & environmental services, and urban
forester services were taken into account as well. The total estimate takes into account the 5-year
inflation rate of 4% to better estimate how much the project will cost if the drainage and road
improvements were implemented five years from now. The breakdown of the total estimated cost
is shown in Attachment 4.

For the overall drainage study, the analysis and recommendations were presented at drainage sub-basin level. The
priority areas were developed by the city for their infrastructure planning purpose.
1
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8. Recommendations
Based on the above discussion and the H&H analysis, it is recommended that the City takes into
account the proposed recommendations made in our analysis. The majority of the existing drainage
system does not meet the 2-year storm criteria. Additional detention is required to maximize the
benefits of the proposed improvements.
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