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End of the Year Sale and Planning Ahead for West U’s Future!
By Mayor Susan Sample

As we start a new year, I wanted to update you on the sale of our old closed landfill site – Ruffino Hills, a
new study underway on strengthening our water system, and Poor Farm Ditch.

SALE OF RUFFINO HILLS SITE:
After more than a decade of discussion on the Ruffino Hills site, the
City of Houston and West U agreed to the purchase and sale of the
73.08 acre property located at the crossroads of Beltway 8 and Hwy.
59 for $10,509,460.  

This sale marks a major accomplishment for West U in repurposing
the City’s old landfill site that will be used for flood relief to
Houstonians and provides funds that will help West U offset the cost
of capital improvements. In the coming months, Council and staff
will discuss the best and most appropriate use of these funds, with
the West U taxpayer in mind.

WATER SYSTEM FEASIBILITY STUDY
In December 2022, the City Council approved a contract to continue evaluating our City’s water
infrastructure that dates back to 1935. A stark reminder to the critical nature of a water system in our
day-to-day lives is the recent boil water notice issued by the City of Houston that affected cities across
our region, and the ongoing water issues in Jackson Mississippi where some are frequently without
water for periods of time and others are under frequent boil water notices. These recent examples
demonstrate the necessity of continuing to invest in our critical infrastructure.

This feasibility study will evaluate upgrades to our City’s distribution (water lines), pumping and storage
capacity, and potentially adding a 3rd groundwater well for additional supply. Our goal is to ensure that
our system can meet current and future needs, while strengthening its
reliability and resiliency.

POOR FARM DITCH
I am going to break the discussion on Poor Farm Ditch into two parts – north
and south. The northern portion is located between University Blvd. and
Bissonnet St., while the southern portion is located between University Blvd.
and Bellaire Blvd.

POOR FARM DITCH SOUTH – University Blvd. to Bellaire Blvd.
In November 2022, the City Council received an update from Harris County
Flood Control District (District) on recent changes to the status of their project
to improve Poor Farm Ditch (Ditch) between University Blvd. and Bellaire Blvd.

In 2019, the District had completed 90% of the design work on the proposed
improvements to this section of the Ditch, but the project was put on hold due
to a lack of funding and universal community support. Since that time the Ditch
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has continued to deteriorate which culminated in a recent failure of a section of the Ditch along the
west side.

The District informed Council that due to its current condition and the availability of potential funding
(County, State, and Federal) the project would start again, and in early 2023 a project engineer would be
hired to complete the remaining design work and prepare documents for construction.

The replacement of this section of Poor Farm Ditch has been a topic of discussion since 2002 and the
only thing that has changed in the last 20 years is the continued deterioration of this section of the
Ditch. A complete failure of this section of the Ditch would affect approximately 1/3 of West U and
could lead to flooding during a major storm event. Unfortunately, due to inactivity over the years to
complete improvements to this critical piece of drainage infrastructure, the options available for moving
forward have narrowed to the District’s 90% completed design.

The City Council will continue to work for our residents and to ensure the District honors its
commitment to designing elements around the main channel improvements that will consider our
community’s concerns.

POOR FARM DITCH NORTH – University Blvd. to Bissonnet St.
In December 2022, the City Council approved a study to determine the feasibility of changing Poor Farm
Ditch (Ditch) from its current open channel design to an enclosed drainage system (basically pipes
underground) that would allow the space above to be used for public purposes.  

The idea of enclosing the Ditch and making use of the space above has been an off and on again
discussion in our community for over 15 years. It typically comes up during the election cycle when
candidates for Council hear from some in our community about enclosing the Ditch. This idea was even
included in the City’s 2015 adopted Parks & Open Space Master Plan, which went through an extensive
public engagement process.

Unfortunately to date, the discussion on this idea has been hypothetical in nature, with discussion
centered on what “may” or “could” be possible and “guestimates” on the cost.

This feasibility study will provide Council and our community with information to make an informed
decision. Does it work from a drainage standpoint, if so can it be constructed in the existing channel,
and lastly what would be the estimated cost of this endeavor? If the concept of enclosing the Ditch
doesn’t work from a drainage or constructability standpoint, then this idea would cease to be a topic of
discussion in our community. If this concept does work, then we will all be equipped with the same
information, which will allow our community to have an informed discussion and make a sound decision
on whether the community actually wants to enclose this portion of the Ditch.

There is a lot of incorrect information circulating regarding this study and that the Council has approved
enclosing the Ditch, drainage will be made worse, etc. When in actuality we are only at the very
beginning of this discussion and the outcome of this study will determine the next steps we take as a
community.

WORKING FOR WEST U!
We will have a lot of projects underway this year, from improvements to facilities, our sewer system,
and drainage to the day to day maintenance and services of our City that are not as visible as the Buffalo
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Speedway project. All of the these projects and services have one thing in common, ensuring West U
remains one of the most, if not the most desirable places to live, which is the number one goal of your
City Council and staff.

In January, the City Council will be receiving the results of our citizen satisfaction survey, and I look
forward to sharing those results with you in February.

Wishing you all a wonderful 2023!




